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— 1 A:T TRANS MARE CURRUNT. 2280 


"THE advantages ariſing to mankind from learning are fo evident; 
that all civilized ſocieties, both ancient and modern, have ever 

given the greateſt encouragement to the promotion of it, and ever 4 
held it in the higheſt veneration and eſteem. As this is not to be 2 
acquired but by a liberal education, together with the uſe of valu- 
abie books, the Charleſton Library Society having both theſe points 
in view, muſt appear in a very favourable light to all who have the 
leaſt degree of generous regard for the welfare and happineſs of 


Ar rnovon any attempt to enumerate or recommend the benefits 
of education may appear ſuperfluous, yet the following moſt obvious 
contraſt, cannot fail to make the ſtrongeſt impreſſions in favour of 
our undertaking: Let any perſon of common conſideration and 


— 


=  X«DVERTISEMENT. 


humanity, take a ſerious view of the Indian-inhabitants of this ex- 
tenſive continent, and it will be impoſſible for him to reflect without 
very mortifying ſentiments, how little human nature uncultivated 
differs from the brute; on the other hand, with what exalted pleaſure 
will he contemplate the ſplendid. figure which Gteat-Bcitain, the ad. 
mMiration and envy of the world, at preſent makes when compared 
with it's rude and ſavage ſtate in the days of Julius Cæſar? And 
who without the moſt melancholy reflections can caſt his eye on the 
ancient ſtate of Babylon, Egypt and Greece, thoſe ſeats of empire, 
thoſe fountains of learning and. nuries of arts and ſciences, and from 
thence turn to their preſent miſerable ccndition, oppreſt with ſlavery, 
their learning extinct, their arts baniſhed by ſucceſſive inundations 


As the groſs ignorance of the naked Indian muſt raiſe our pity, 
and his ſavage diſpoſition our horiour and deteſtation, it is our duty 
as men, our intereſt as members of a community, to take every ſtep, 
purſue every method in our power, to prevent our deſcendants from 
finking into a ſimilar ſituation. To obviate this poſſible evil, and to 
obtain the deſirable end of handing down the European arts and 

manners to the lateſt times, is the great aim of the members of this 
Society, who. are ambitious of approving themſelves worthy: of their 
Mother country, hy imita-ing her humanity, as well as her: induſtry. 
and by traniporting from her, the improvements in the finer, as well 
ag in the interiour, arts. Deſirous therefore that this laudable am- 
ion may be as extenſive as the province, they invite every lover of 
Nis country, every well wiſher to poſteri· y, to join with them in pro- 
moting the good purpoſes intended by this Society, of which the 


following is a brief account. 


I the year 1748, ſome young gentlemen, by contribution among 
themſelves, imported a few books and pamphicts, chiefly for amuſe- 
ment. From this ſmall beginning they ſoon perceived the great 
_adyantages their ſcheme might be ot if proſecuted with ſpirit. and 
echlarged in it's plan, to which finding themſelves unequal, they pro- 
paſed to ſupply the defect by inviting others to aſſociate with them. 


A DVERTISEMEN T. 


They were ſoon joined by many lovers and encouragers of ſcience; - 
a public library was projected, which met with great applauſe, and 

was countenanced by the firſt people ot the place, who became mem- 
bers of the infant Society, extended it's plan ta the endowing an 
academy to encourage men of literature to reſide among us and in- 
ſtitute youth in the ſeveral branches of liberal education. : 


In the year 1754, application was made to the legiſlature for 2 
charter of incorporation, and an act was paſſed for that purpoſe, 
which was not to have effect until it received his Majeſty's ap- 


probation. 


Tas act being ſent to England for the Royal aſſent, was, by the 
care and diligence of James Crokatt, Eſq; merchant in London, and 


then Agent for this province, ratified and confirmed by the Lords 


Juftices in Council, the 24th of June, 1755, his Majeſty being 
at that time out of the kingdom; and here let it be gratefully re- 


membercd, that Mr. Crokatt very generouſly declined receiving any 


conſideration from the Society for all the trouble and expence he was 
at in getting this matter tranſacted. The inſtrument ot Royal con- 
firmation, however, unfortunately did not arrive here till upwards 
of eighteen months afterwards, having been loſt by the Blanford man 
of wat's falling into the hands of the French, on ker paſſage from 
England. This diſappointment was attended with conſequences 
almoſt fatal to the Society; the rules having as yet no legal ſanction 
were but indifferently complied with; the weekly contributions were 
not always regularly paid up; books were often kept from the li- 
brary beyond the time limited; the ſpirit of the Sociery flagged, and 
was on the very brink of diſſolution, when it received new life from 
the arrival of an exemplification of that inſtrument, which his Ex- 
cellency Governour Lyttelton ordered immediately to be publiſhed. 
This gentleman ſoon after did honour to the Society by becoming 
a member thereof, and at the next anniverſary meeting was unant- 


mouſly elected Preſident. Under his protection and patronage the 


rules were reviſed, ratified and duly obſerved; and the Society 
became eſtabliſhed on a firm and reſpeRable footing. 


"C2308 


| hath been tranſmitted in the words following, viz. 


bh 2 — „ * — * De 
an * — L} 


At the Couxcil-CHñAU BER, WHITEHALL, the 


24th Day of June, 1755. 
rr n 
The LORDS U X 


Lord CHANCELLOUR, Lord STzwarD, Duke of DoxsE T, 
Sir THOMAS RoBINSON ; | 5 


Lord PRESIDENT, Lord BERKLEY of Stratton, 
Duke of QUEENSBERRY, Lord Chief Juſtice RYDER, 
Earl of Bu cK IN HAM SHIRE, Sir GEORGE Let, 


HERE As the Governour of his Majeſty's Province of 
South-Carolina, with the Council and Aſſembly of 
the ſaid Province, did, in May 1754, paſs an Act which 


*AN ACT 


© For incorporating the CuaziesTown LRRART Society. 


WHEREAS ſeveral of the inhabitants of this province taking 


into their conſideration their remote ſituation from the 

kingdom of Great-Britain, by means whereof they and their fellow- 
: ſubjects in the ſaid province are in a great meaſure deſtitute of the 
E advantages which are to be reaped trom the knowledge ot the li- 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION, 


beral arts and ſciences, and that an acceſs to good and uſeful libraries 
might, in ſome meaſure, tupply the want thereof, did, on or about 


the month of December, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and forty-eight, enter into a voluntary ſociety for 
erecting a Library, and raiſing a tund tor eſtabliſhing an Academy 
at Charleſtown, in the province aforeſaid, and have, ata conſiderable 
expence, purchaſed, and imported into the province aforeſaid, a va- 
Juable collection of uſeful books, for the advancement and further- 
ance of knowledge and literature therein; which undertaking, they 
hope, may, in time, if duly encouraged and properly eſtabliſhed, 

be of the greateſt advantage and importance to the religious as 
well as the civil concerns of the ſaid province, ard are delirous of 
having the ſaid Society incorporated, thereby to put them upon a 
more ſolid and laſting foundation than they could be by their volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions only; for promoting therefore ſo good a work, 

We humbly pray your moſt ſacred Majeſty, that it may be enated, 


And, Be it Enafted, by his Excellency James Gren, Eiquire, 


Governour in chief and Captain-Gereral in and over your Majcſty's 


Province of South Carolina, by and with the advice and conſent of 
your Majeſty's council, and the Aſſembly of the taid province, 


and by the authority of the tame, that Gabriel Manigault, Eq; 


Preſident, 'Thomas Smith, Eſq; Vice-Preſident, Mr. John ke 5k 
Librarian, Treaſurer and Correſpondent, Mr. John Remington, Se- 
cretary, ' Mr. Rice Price, Steward, the preſent officers, and the reſt 
of the preſent members of the ſaid Charleftown Library Society, 
having been duly elected, and being now members of the ſaid So- 
ciety, and all ſuch other perſons as ſhall be hereafter duly ad- 
mitted or become members of ti e ſaid Charleſtown Library Society, 


according to the rules, orders and conſtitutions of the ſaid Society, 


ſhall for ever hereafter be, and they are hereby declared to be, One 
Body Corporate and Politic in deed and in name, by the name of 


e the  CHARLESTOWN LIBRARY SOCIETY; and by that name ſhall 


from time to time, and at all times hereafter, have perpetual uc - 


5 ceſfion, and ſhall for ever hereafter, by that name, be a body, able 


and capable i in law, to purchaſe, have, hold, receive, take, retain, 


£ 


poſſeſs and 27 them, and to their e for ever, lande, 


a» 


© tenements, rents, franchiſes and hereditaments, in fee-ſimple; not 
« exceeding, in the whole, the clear yearly value of One thouſand 
pounds lawful money of Great-Britain;z and alſo goods and chattels, 
real or perſonal effects and things whatſoever, of what nature, kind 
or quality ſoever, by donation, ſubſcription, or otherwiſe howloever; 


k @ 


© and allo to give, grant, fell, alien, convey away, exchange, demile, 


© or leaſe the lame, or any part thereof, as they and their ſucceſſors 
© ſhall think proper and convenient; and, for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the ſaid ſociety, and, according to the rules, laws and 
© orders thereof; and; by the ſame name, ſhall be, for ever hereatter, 


a body able and capable to ſue and be ſued, plead and be impleaded, | 


«© anſwer and be anſwered unto, defend and be defended in all or any 
© court or courts, or other places, and before any judges, juſtices, 
and other perſons whatſoever, in all manner of actions, ſuits, com- 


« plaints, pleas, cauſes and things whatſoever, and of what nature or 


.. * kind ſoever, which ſhall to them in any wiſe belong or appertain, 
in and about the premiſes. 


Il. And be it furtber Enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That 


jt ſhall and may be lawtul for the 1aid Charleſtown Library Society, 
© and their ſucceſſors, from time to time, and at all times for ever 

© hereafter, to have one Common Seal tor their uſe and benefit, with 
full power to change, alter, break and make new-the.ſame, when 
and fo often as they ſhall judge expedient, neceſſary and convenient. 


„III. And be | it further Enafted 5 by the authority aforeſaid, 


That it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid ſociety or corporation, 
hereby erected, and their ſucceſſors, to aſſemble and meet together 


on every ſecond tueſday in January, every year, and at ſuch other 


* times as there ſhall be occaſion, at the place where their library ſhall 


be kept, or at ſome other convenient place at Charleſtown aforeſaid, 
due and public notice being given, at leaſt thirty days, by the 


© ſecretary of the ſaid ſo iety, in the public Gazette, or for want 


Jof ſuch Gazette, by his affixing and poſting advertiſements at the 
moſt uſual and notorious places in Charleſtown. aforeſaid; before, 
the times of ſuch meetings, of the cauſes thereof, and of the matters 


I _ 


o be tranſacted, at ſuch meeting; and that they the ſaid ſociety 
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or corporation and their ſucceſſours, or any Thirty- one of chem; 


being fo met, ſhall have full power and authority, from time to 
time, to make, conſtitute and eſtabliſh ſuch and ſo many by-laws, 


rules and orders, as to the greateſt part of them then preſent, ſhall 


£ ſeem neceſſary and convenient, for the better regulation, govern- 


ment, well ordering and directing the ſaid corporation or ſociety; 
* and the officers, ſervants and perſons by them employed, or to be 
* employed, in or about the ſame; and tor the better management, 
* limiting and appointing of all and fingular the truſts and autho- 
* rities in them, and each of. them, repoſed and to be repoſed, and 
for the admiſſion of new members into the ſaid ſociety; and for the 
doing, managing and tranlacting all things neceflary for and con- 
6 cerning the government of the ſaid ſociety or corporation, and the 
* ſame by-laws, rules and orders to put in uſe and execution accord- 
< ingly; and the fame again, at their will and pleaſure, to alter, 


© change, revoke or annull; all which ſaid by-laws, rules and orders, 


© ſo to be made as aforeſaid, ſhall be binding on every member of 
the ſaid ſiciety or corporation, and be, from time to time, by them 
and each of them, punctually and inviolably obſerved, according 
© to the tenour and effect thereof, under the ſeveral pains, penalties, 
© and difabilities, therein expreſſed, fixed, appointed or declared, 
provided that the fame fhall be reaſonable and not contrary or re- 
« pugnant to the laws and ſtatutes of the kingdom of Great Britain, 


6 or of this Province. 


IV. And be it furtber Enatted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That all and every the matters and the things that ſhall be moved, 
debated and done, in or by the ſaid corporation, ſhall be one, 
tranſacted, ordered and determined; according to the by-laws, rules 
and orders ot the ſaid corporation, and not otherwiſe. — 


V. And be it further Enatted by the authority aforeſaid; . 


That the aforeſaid ſociety or corporation, and their ſucceſſours, or 
the majority of them, who ſhall be preſent, and together aſſembled, 

at the place or places aforeſaid, ſhall once in every year, that is to” 
« ſay, on the ſecond N in ] . elect and chuſe from amongſt 
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themſelves, a Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary, Cota 
reſpondent and Steward, or any other officer or officers, neceſſary 
for the managing, better ordering and tranſacting the affairs and 
buſineſs of the ſaid ſociety; ; and that the ſaid officers, fo to be elected 
and choſen, ſhall contmue in their ſaid reſpective offices; for one 
whole year and no longer, unlels they ſhall be with their own con- 
ſent again elected and choſen, by the {aid corporation. 


« VI. And be it further Enafted by the authority el, 
That for che encreaſe and preſei vation of the ſaid library; and the 


& better to enable the ſociety and corporation aforeſaid to ſupport and 
carry into execution the good and laudable deſigns and purpoſes 


aforeſaid, that every perſon that now is, or ſhall hereafter become 2 


member of the ſaid lociety or corporation, his and their-execntors 


and adminiſtrators ſhall, and they are obliged to, pay into the hands 
of the treaſurer of the faid ſociety or corporation for the time being 
within ſix months after the fame ſhall bezame due, all ſuch ſum and 
ſums of money yearly, and at ſuch days and times, as by the rules 
and by-laws and conſtitutions of the ſaid ſociety or corporation, 
hereby erected and eftabliſhed, are or ſhall be appointed and direct- 
ed; and for neglect or default in the payment thereof, or any part 
of the ſame, {ball be ſubject and liable to forfeit all right, title, be- 
nefit and intereſt in the ſaid ſociety or corporation; Provided always - 
that the ſaid ſum to be paid as aforeſaid, for admiſſion of each of 
the members of the ſaid ſociety, do not exceed the clear yearly 
ſum of Two pounds and twelve ſhillings proclamation-money. 


« VII. And be it kurtber Enatted by the authority aforeſaid, 


* That this act ſhall not take place or be in force until his n 8 
: * approbation thereof ſhall be known. 


« 6 


* JAMES MICHIE, , Speaker: | 
In the Council- Chamber, 8th May, 1754. 
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AND WHEREAS the faid Act together with a Repreſen- 
tation from the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade and Plantations 
thereupon, baving been referred to the Confideration of a 
Committee of the Lords of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable 
Privy Council fer Plantation Affairs, the ſaid Lords of the 
Committee did this Day report their Opinion to the Lords 
Juſtices, That the ſaid Act was proper to be approved. The 
Lords Juſtices taking the ſame into Confideration, were 

leaſed, with the advice of his Majeſty's Privy-Council, to 
declare their Approbation of the ſaid Act; and, purſuant to the 
Lords Juſtices Pleaſure thereupon exp refed: the ſaſd Aﬀt is 
hereby Confirmed, finally Enafted ann Ratified accordingly, 


 Whetcot the Governout and Commander in Chief of His 
Majeſty's Province of South- Carolina for the Time being, and 
all others whom it may concern, are to take Notice, and 0. 


ver n themielves accordingly. 
| W. SHARPE. 
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CHARLES TON LIBRARY SOCIETY: 


ENACTED and finally RATIFIED the fourth Day of OcToBEeR; 


ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-NINE. 


* 


RULE | - 


General MErtTinNGs in the year; 2 


HIS SOCIETY by 2 EO 
to wit, on the en January, which hall be 
the ſociety;s AMNIVERSARY, 5 TINO, — on the in Wedneldays in 


t every general meeting of the ſociety, 
the Preſident, Vice- Cent, or other member choſen to preſide, ſhall 
take the Chair at o'clock; and every member reſiding in Charleſ- 
ton, who ſhall not attend at the ſaid hour, ſhall for every ſuch fai- 
Jure, forfeit the ſum of One Shilling and Six Pence ſterling money 
of the State of South-Carolina, unleſs he ſhall make, at the next general 
meeting, a ſufficient excuſe to be n of by a majority of the 
members then preſent. 


i 


Ar every meeting of this ſociety, after the | Preſident: has kk the 
chair, he ſhall firſt order the Rules to be read, then the minutes of the 
laſt meeting. The firſt thing to be taken into the conſidefation of the 
ſociety ſhall be the reports ot Committees, then, article by article, all 
other buſineſs as they ſtand on the minutes. The ſociety is then to 
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proceed to ballot for any candidates regularly propoſed, and afterwards 
debate upon all matters in codrie as they are offered by any of the 
Vers preſent. | 


III. 


Wren any member ſpeaks, he is to addreſs bimtelf, ſtanding, to 
the preſident; and if two or more offer to ſpeak together, the pre- 
ſident, ſhall determine who is to ſpeak firſt. 


W. 


Ax every anniverſary meeting, the members met ſhall, by a majo- 
rity of votes, elect a Preſident, Vice Preſident, 1 reaſurer, Secretary 
and. Correſpondent, Librarian, and Steward, for the enſuing year. 


V. 


Tur PrxeSmwen ſhall; at all meetings of this ſociety, keep regularity 
and decency, ſum up all debates and put queſtions, call for all re- 
ports of committees, and accounts from the treaſurer and others; 
cauſe to be ſummoned all extraordinary meetings af the ſociety up- 
on any emergeney, and take care to ſee that all the rules be ſtrictly 
put into execution. The Viet Pa ESIDENTT ſhaf be inveſted with the 
lame powers in the abſence of the Preſident; and in caſe of the ab- 
— of both, the members met at any general or extraordinary meet- 
ing of the ſoeiety ſhall, by a majority of votes, elect one of their own 
number to ”—_— for that time. 


VI. 


Fur TEEASURER mall, immediately upon his election into his office, 
8 his cuſtody. all the ready money, bonds and other fecurities- 
to the ſociety, a ſchedule of which ſhall then be made out 
— figned-by by him. He ſhall give bond to the fociety for double the 
e ofthe malen, bonds and other ſecurities, then delivercd 1 into his 
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hands, with proper conditions annexed thereunto, to be accountable 

for and deliver the ſame, together with all other monies or effects be- 
longing to the ſociety that may come into his hands during his trea- 
{urerſhip, to the order of the ſociety, or the next ſucceeding trea- 
ſurer, fire and other inevitable accidents excepted. , He ſhall give 
receipts for all monies paid to him for the ſociety's uſe upon any 
account whatever, which receipts ſhall bind the fociety; and ſhall 
diſburſe all monies payable by the ſociety, of which he ſhall keep fair, 
regular accounts. He ſhall, by himſelf or deputy, atrend at all 
general meetings of the ſociety, to receive the contributions and 
arrears of the members; and when ſummoned by the committee ſhall 
lay before them all his accounts and vouchers to be audited and 


examined. 


VII. 


Tux Secretary ſhall attend all general and extraordinary meetings 
of the ſociety, and allo all committees; take down all minutes, read 
all letters and papers, and enter all proceedings ot the fociety, and of 
committees in their reſpective books, to wit, the Society's JournaE 
Book, Committee's Minute-Book, and Copy-Book of Letters, which 
books ſhall hereafter be lodged in the library, and the librarian ſhall 
be accountable for the ſame. He ſhall advertiſe all general and ex- 


traordinary meetings; copy and forward all letters written in the ſo- 


ciety's name; and keep an exact account of the names, times of ad- 
miſſion, fines, forfeitures, and arrears of the members, their death or 
diſmiſſion from the ſociety. As the fociety's CORRESPONDENT he is to 


forward all letters, and liſts of books or inſtruments agreed to be ſent 
for; and copy all invoices and accounts from the ſociety's bookſeller 


or others; and upon receipt of any parcel of books or inftruments, 
he ſhall deliver them to the librarian, taking his receipt for the 
fame. As a ſatisfaction for executing his office, he ſhall receive 
an annual ſtipend, ſuch as ſhall be adjudged by a majority of 
the members at every anniverlary meeting, Be 


\ - 


4 b 
* l lf, or deputy, 
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VIII. 


5 Tur ar Ax ſhall take into bs . al the books, ten. 
ments, and other effects of that nature ietonging to the ſociety, and 
alſo every parcel of books or inſtruments from time to time dehvered 
to him by the ſecretary, for Which he ſhall give receipts. He ſhall, 
once in every year, enter into bond with tufficient ſecurity to the fo- 
ciety for double the value of the books ard effects delivered into his 
charge, with proper conditions annexed to 1a-d bond, to be account- 
able for and deliver the ſame, together wich all other books and ef- 
fects belonging to the ſociety, that may in the mean time be lodged 
in his cuſtody, to the order of the ſocicty or the next ſucceeding li- 
rarian, fire and other inevitable a: cidenis excepted. He ſhall, by 
2e P ungtual attendance in the hbrary every day 
from the hour of "els till P. M. (Sanda and Holidays excepted) 
to deliver out Ws to the members; of which books he thall 
keep an exact account, to whom delivered and when returned, 
which account he ſhall lay before the tociery at every general meet- 
ing, and before committees when called tor. He ſhall keep an ex- 
act catalogue of every book and inſtrument belonging to the ſociety 
delivered into his charge; and he is to ute his beſt endeavours that 
the library and all the books and inftruments be kept clean and in 
good order. His falary ſhall be fixcd, every year, * a 8 ee 
of the ſociety at their annual meeting. 


IX. 


Ar every general meeting, the STEwarD ſhall, at his diſcretion, 
provide a ſufficient dinner, for defraying the ex ence of which, every 
member reſiding in Charleſton, and juch country membeis as ſhall 
happen to be in town, ſhall pay, into the hands of the treaſurer, 
four ſhillings and eight pence ſterling mon: y of the State of South- 
Carolina, in default whereof every member ſo neglecting to pay 
1s * held accountable to the ſociety tor the lame. 
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"Any member duly elected to any of the foregoing ieren and re- 
Fuſing to act, ſhall forfeit' the ſum of eighteen ſhillings and eight pence 
ſterling money of the State of South Carolina, and another ſhall be | 
immediately choſen in his room; but no member ſhall be obliged te 
ſerve in any office more than once in ſeven years. Members not reſi- 
ding in Charleſton are excepted from the fine above mentioned if they | 
xeivie: to act in the office to which they ſhall be elected. 


XI. 


Ir either the Prefident, Vice-Preſident. or Steward, ſhall die or 
depart the State, the members met at the next general meeting of 
the ſociety ſhall, by a majority of votes, elect another in his room 
for the remaining part of the year; but in caſe of the death, reſig- 
nation or receſs of the Treafurer, Secretary or Librarian, between the 
days of any general meeting of this ſociety, the committee ſhall ap- 
ply to the preſiding officer in Charleſton, who ſhall cauſe advertiſe- 
ments to be fixed up in the moſt public places, giving notice there- 
of, and requiring the attendance of all the members of the ſociety 
ata certain hour on the third day after ſuch notice, to chuſe another 
officer in the room of him ſo dying, reſigning or receding; and the 
members met in purſuance of ſuch notice fhall proceed to the electi- 
on of another officer, who ſhall immediately take poſſeſſion of the 
' monies, books and papers belonging to ſuch vacant office, and ſhall 
continue in the ſame until another perſon ſhall be duly elected therein, 
at the next anniverſary meeting of the ſociety. 


All. 


Tris ſociety ſhall always have a committee of twelve members; 
and, at every general meeting of the ſociety, ſix of the committee 
ſhall continue in their office till the next general meeting and ſix 
new ones be appointed by the Preſident for the time being, with the 


18 RULES AND BY-LAWS. 
approbation of a majority of the members then preſent, who ſhall 
meet the firſt Wedneſday in every month, or oftener it the buſineſs 
of the ſociety requires it: they are to audit and examine all accounts 
| brought againſt the ſociety, and report thereupon, at the next ge- 
neral meeting, and no accounts againſt the ſociety ſhall be ordered to 
be paid at any general meeting of the fociety unleſs the fame have 
been delivered to the ſecretary at leaſt ten days before fuch meeting. 
They are to ſee that all orders made at any meeting of the ſociety 
be put into execution by the reſpective officers or members to whom 
they are directed; to them ſhall: be referred all matters laid before 
the ſociety at any of their meetings and not determined at ſuch meet- 
ing, to conſider and report on the ſame at the next general meeting; 
they are to draw up anſwers to all letters ſent to the ſociety by any 
foreign correſpondents; ſee to the printing of all papers. ordered by 
the ſociety; collect all liſts of books or inſtruments propoſed to be ſent 
for by any of the members; and prepare all kind of buſineſs to be laid 
before the ſociety at their general meetings. At their meeting next 
before every general meeting of the ſociety, they are to audit and 
examine the treaſurer's accounts, and report upon the ſame; on any 

© Emergent occaſion, they are to apply for an extraordinary meeting of 
the ſociety; and, in the abſence of the Preſident and Vice-Prefident, 
they are hereby themſelves impowered to cauſe the members to be 
ſummoned. The committee may adjourn as they think proper; and 
any three of them met at the appointed place ſhall have full power to 
proceed to buſineſs. Any member of this focicty, though not named 
on à committee, has liberty to attend at all their meetings, and to 
debate on any arguments, but not give his vote on putting the queſ- | 
tion. Liſts of all committees, the times of their meetings and ad- 
Journment, ſhall be conſtantly hung up in the library. £20 


XIII. 


Ar every general meeting the ſecretary ſhall report to the ſociety 
| the names of ſuch-members of the committees as ſhall have neglect- 
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ed toattend at their ſtated times of meeting, during the former quar- 
ter, and if ſuch members do not make good and ſufficient excuſes for 
their non-attendance, at the next general meeting, to be approved of 
by a majority of the members then preſent, they fhall be fined in any 
ſum nor exceeding nine ſhillings and tour pence ſterling money of the 
State of South-Carolina z and in caſe the ſecretary ſhall negle& to 
attend at any of the. ſaid meetings of the . he ſhall be 

liable to the ſame penalties. 


XIV. 


In a box provided for the purpoſe, with three different locks and 
keys, ſhall be depoſited the Charter of the ſociety, the Common ſeal, 
the treaſurer's and librarian's bonds, a fair engroſſed copy of the 


rules, and all rights and titles belonging to the ſociety from dona- 


tions, or purchales they may make; which box ſhall be lodged in the 
hands of the Preſident or Vice-Preſident, and not to be opened but 
upon general or extraordinaty meetings of the ſociety; one key of 
which ſhall be kept ſealed up by the Preſident or Vice-Preſident, the 
other in hke manner by the Treaſurer, and the third by the Librarian, 
who, in cale they cannot attend at any meeting of the ſociety, are 
hereby required to ſend their reſpective keys by any of the members, 
which keys ſhall be returned to them again, ſealed up in the ſame 
manner, as ſoon as the buſineſs of the meeting is finiſhed. 


XV. 


Taz Treaſurer's and Librarian's bonds ſhall not be cncatiil but] 
the Preſident for the time being, at a meeting of the ſociety, with 
the conſent of a majority of members then preſent. T 


Py — 


XVI. 


Any Ss defirous of becoming 2 member of this ſociety, ſhall 
fignity the ſame by a letter directed to the Preſident of the CHarzzs: 
D 
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TON Ling Av SocizrvB; and the majority of the members not jeſs 
than thirteen preſent at any general meeting, ſhall have power ta 
admit or reject ſuch candidate, which admiſſion or rejection ſhall be 
by ballot only. The admiſſion of every member ſhall be declared by 

the Preſident, and the Secretary be ordered to give him notice of it. 


XVII. 


Every perſon admitted a member of this ſociety ſhall, immediately 
on his admiſſion, or on or before the next general meeting after no- 
tice is given him thereof by the Secretary, pay into the hands of the 
Treaſurer for the time being, the ſum of Seven Pounds Eighteen Shil- 
lings and Eight Pence ſterling money of the State of South-Carolina, 


XVIII. 


Every perſon, who hath already been or hereafter ſhall be admit- 
ted a member of this ſociety, ſhall have a Certificate of ſuch his ad- 
miſſion under the hand of the Preſident for the time being and the 
common ſeal of the ſociety, and counterſigned by the Secretary, in 
the following form: | 

« NO, 


„ SOUTH-CAROEINA. 

« Theſe are to certify, that | 
| . evas admitted a member of the 
« Charleſton Library Society, 4. 
1 day of Anno 
« Domini and is entitled to all the rights of a member of 
« the ſaid ſociety. ID bob" 5 
| | ü Given under my hand and the ſeal © 

* of the ſociety the dav and year 
5 & above written, and in the 
BEL 1725 1 f RR ”_ of American Independence. _ 
SLES. 2 + -- 4+ + ,» PRESIDENT... * 
| SECRETARY, - 
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Evans member of this ſociety ſhall, at every general meeting, pay 
into the hands of the Treaſurer for the time being, at the rate of 
Eight Pence ſterling money of the State of South-Carolina per week, 
until he has contributed to the ſtock of the ſociety by his admiſſion- 
money and weekly quota the ſum offTwenty Eight Pounds Eleven 
Shillings and Six Pence ſterling money of the Seas of South-Carolina, 
after which he ſhall not be liable or compellable to pay more than 


Four Pence ſterling money aforeſaid per week, 
XX z 


Any member who ſhall neglect to pay his weekly contribution for 
ſix months together, ſhail not be entitled to vote or ballot at any * 
meeting, or attend any committee, of the ſociety, until his arrears 
are paid up; and to every member fo in arrears the committee ſhall 
_ direct the Secretary to write the following letter: 


2 Charleſton, 


as 


« SIR R, 
„ am directed by the Cbarleſton Library "IP to inform you 
et that your Weekly contribution bas been in arrear ſince the day 
„ of You are therefore requeſted to pay the ſame 
& into the hands of the treaſurer ſome time before next general meeting. 


| 8 = order of the 8 
SECRETARY.” 


AnD if any member ſhall delay paying up his arrears at the next 
general meeting of the ſociety after the receipt of ſuch letter from the 
ſecretary, his name ſhall be eraſed from the rules, and from thence 
forward he ſhall be utterly debarred and excluded from being a mem- 

ber of this ſociety, and from any right, title or privilege in the books 
and other effects belonging to che lame, Members not in the State, 
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for the time they ſhall be fo abſent, are hereby cnet, provided 
every ſuch member after his return into the State diſcharges the 
arrears of his weelely contribution within ſixty days next after re- 
ceipt of a letter for that purpoſe from che ſecretary. 


XXI. 


PRRSONSs not inhabitants of this State, men of diſtinction or learn- 
ing, may at any meeting be elected Honoz ary Members of this ſo- 
ciety without being ſubje& to contributions; and if any ſuch mem- 
bers ſhould come into this State they may attend any meetings of the 
ſociety, but not vote unleſs they become contributors. 


XXII. 


Evxxy member of this ſociety ſhall, at the ſtated hours, have free 
acceſs to the library and to the uſe of any of the books or inſtru- 
ments therein. He may alſo take out of the library any one bool: 


or pamphlet, or any number of volumes, giving a receipt for the lame, 


or by a written order directed to the librarian, (except magazines, 


reviews or pamphlets, which are to remain one month upon the table 


in the library-room before they ſhall be allowed to be taken out), 
which ſhall be returned to the library within four days if a pampbiet, 
twelve days if a duodecimo or octavo, ſixteen days if a quarto, and 
within twenty four days if a folio, allowing to every country member 


- a farther time, at the rate of twelve hours for every fix miles between 


Charleſton and the place of his reſidence, under the penalty of one 
ſhilling ſterling for every twelve hours longer detention of each 


* or book. 
8 XXIII. 


. any member lend, loſe, damage, or detain longer than ſix 
months, any pamphlet or book belonging to the ſociety, he ſhall for- 
feit double the ſterling coſt thereof, according to the then courſe 


of exchange. 


* 
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Any member of this ſociety, ſhall have leave to diſpoſe of his ſhare 
and intereſt in the fociety's ſtock to any perſon not a member, with 


the approbation of a majority of the ſociety at a general meeting; 
but no member ſhall diſpoſe of his ſhare of the books and effects of 


the ſociety to any other member; and if any member, as heir, exe- _ 
cutor or adminiſtrator of another, or by any means whatever ſhall 7 


have a plurality of ſhares, he ſhall not have any greater privileges in 
voting or taking out books than'any other member who hath bug 
one ſhare. | | Oe 


XXV. 


Ar member of this ſociety dying, his ſhare and intereſt in the 
ſociety's ſtock ſhall be veſted in his heir at law, if not bequeathed by 
will. But the heir or legatee of ſuch member, at the time of his or 
her application to be admitted to the benefit and privileges of this 
ſociety, in the room ot the decealed, ſhall firſt pay up the arrears of 
the weekly contribution due by the deceaſed; and alſo have the ap- 
probation of a majority of the members at a general meeting, who 
have full power to admit or reject ſuch perion, which admiſſion or 
rejection ſhall be by ballot only; and in caſe ſuch heir or legatee ſhall 
happen to be rejected, yet he or ſhe may diſpoſe of the deeeaſed's 
| ſhare and intereſt in the ſociety's ſtock to any perſon not a member, 
with the approbation of a majority of the members at a general meet- 
Ing. The heir or legatee of any member, being a minor, ſhall not be 
chargeable with the weekly contribution until ſuch heir or legatee 
attains an age capable of making. uſe of the library's books; and 
ſuch minor at the age of ſixteen years, (after firſt obtaining the ap- 
probation of a majority of the ſociety, and the executor, truſtee or 
guardian, becoming ſurety for returning the books ſuch heir or 
legatee ſhall borrow free from damage, according to the true intent and 
meaning of theſe rules, and 7% the weekly contributions after 
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ſuch heir or legatee attains ſuch age) ſhall have the ſame right of bor- 


rowing any of the ſociety's books as any other member; provided allo, 


> that the weekly contribution of the * be paid * to the time 
pt his death, | 


XXVI. 


1 En LA # fam, not exceeding One Hundred and Fifty Pounds ſterling, 
* may be laid out yearly in books and ſuch mathematical or philoſophical 
| en as the ſociety ſhall judge proper. The remainder of the 
monies ariſing to the ſociety from the contributions, fines and forfei- 
tures of the members, intereſt-money, and from donations which may 
be made to the ſociety, after the expences of the library and other inci- 
dent charges are wat ſhall be put out at intereſt on good and ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity, in order to raiſe a fund tor endowing and Pony 
à2 future academy, ER 


XXVII. 


No monies belonging to this ſociety ſhall be let out at 1 0 by 
the Treaſurer, but by the advice of the committee, and with the con- 
ſent of the Preſident or Vice-Preſident for the time being. 


XXVII. 


AL bonds and other ſecurities for money ſhall be taken in the 
page of, and made payable * the aalen 8 n., 


| XXIX. 


No member of this ſociety ſhall be permitted to borrow any money 
belonging to the A or be ſecurity for any other borrower of the 


ſame. | | 
- 4 » oo | 13 
Tux Treaſurer ſhall not pay or Murſe any of che ſociety's money, 
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but what he receives an order for ſigned by the Preſident for the time i 

being, which orders ſhall only be made at a meeting of the . 1 

with the conſent of a majority of the members then prelent, - - . = 
? | 


No books or refined whatever ſhall be purchaſed or ſons for, 
but ſch. as have been propoſed at a general meeting; and every 3 
member of this ſociety has a right to propoſe any books or inſtru 
ments to be ſent for he pleaſes, Ong ſhall be taken! into the ne — 

ation of the ſociety i in courſe. WY | J 


XXXII. 


TN names of acti of this ſociety ſhall by honourably men- 
tioned in a book provided for that purpoſe; and proper letters of 
- Thanks ſhall be drawn up by the committee for any donations received. 


. 
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5 


XXXIII. 


On alFthe books belonging to the ſociety, on the outlide of the 
cover next to the title- page, ſhall be impreſſed the words CHARLES- 


TON LIBRARY SOCIETY, and on the back, underneath the 
title, the initial letters C L 8. N 44 


XXXIV. 


All queſtions in this ſociety ſhall be determined by a majority of 
hands or by ballot, if any two members preſent require it; and if the 
votes are equal, the Preſident ſhall have the caſting vote. 


XXXV. 


Is the buſineſs of the ſociety ſhould require it, a majority of the 
members preſent ſhall have power to. adjourn any 3 or e 


ww 
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=. dinary IR. of this ſociety to ſuch time as they think proper 
8s > NAVI. 


Noxz of the n rules ſhall be repealed; nor any new one 
made, until the ſame has been propoſed and voted twice, and that at 
general meetings of the ſociety, at which there ſhall be preſent. not 
ev 272 Thirty one members. 


XXXVII. 


Te at any time, any Joube ſhould ariſe concerning the meaning of 
any of theſe rules, the ſame ſhall be adjuſted and determined by a 
majority of the members preſent at any general meeting of the ſociety. 
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